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FULL NAME: Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
{Afghanistan literally means Land of the Afghan)
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Osama bin Laden, the top suspect in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. A loose collection of warlords called the
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:;‘::.I-Ell::;‘; COUNTRIES: i:.tr:ulr‘::;nistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, China, Pakistan = : .lg] ae _L-I]n'j]ll_ aran EE—’PM § L air lral!sl"lm“nn
TERRAIN: Landlocked with mostly rugged mountains and some plains in the north and f-‘l = da“: iy E in “Ie M“I[“e & HEHI'
southwest L " Easternineaters
AREA SIZE: 647,500 square miles, slightly smaller than the state of Texas : % sinm 2 [""
POPULATION: 29 million (2010 estimate) - g
CLIMATE: Arid to semi-arid; cold winters and hot summers : o NGRS e’ W E
RELIGION: sunni Muslim and Shiite Muslim = ]
LIFE EXPECTANCY: Male: 44.45 years Female: 44.87 years (2010 estimate) ; ";1' %
INDEPENDENCE: Aug. 19, 1919, from the United Kingdom oo {]‘ g
NATIONAL HOLIDAY: Independence Day, Aug. 19 D g
BACKGROUND: U.S.-led air strikes were launched Oct. 7, 2001, against Afghanistan for harboring Saudi exile . { / E I -k
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Morthern Alliance toock control and captured Kabul from the Taliban in Movember with the help of U.5. bombs i _ .
and special forces. Troops from the U.5. and other nations have attempted to stabilize the country ever since Zab I{i r"ﬂ@ﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂ )
amid violence and intimidation by the Taliban. @ r“-'x = . Tﬂl = e “.5.
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POLITICAL SITUATION: An interim administration, headed by Hamid Karzai, took power on Dec. 22, 2001, after ' '_“*'EIT'H P [ Spin Buldak' . Chaman y 1 (m) 767'3891 ext"l 1
various delegates in Bonn, Germany, signed an accord. The administration ruled for six months, and an NIMROZ _ N S i ~<W
emergency loya jirga, or meeting, was convened to decide on a transitional authority to lead Afghanistan until : = 5 Hn“ nﬂen“! nlgm mm
the people could elect a permanent government. Karzai was elected president by the loya jirga in June 2002 and _ g} o . | ; : ; =
appointed a cabinet. In 2004, Karzai was elected to a five-year term in the country's first nationwide post-Taliban —3g° 2 O Chehar™=- 5_”".‘.”1}-' _— - e La s .- Z n“nal l Im‘ I' uandana'
vote. He won another term after Abdullah Abdullah, his top rival in 2009 elections, dropped out of a run-off Borjak " ¢ *uattﬂ k 0 50 100 150 2[][] | ) 30°- E
election, saying the process was tainted. [] ;-&_’\ \1 : 1] — 2
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Using our own aircraft and vehicles | _ Toreportastoryin the Middle
East,contact the Middle East desk,

By Air, Land or Sea, we have the
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